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Virtually all activities in life entail some level of risk, and we each have different attitudes toward risk. At one 
end of the scale is refusing to engage in an activity by exaggerating the level of risk involved. At the other 
end is engaging in very risky activities while refusing to take any precautions. Neither of these attitudes is 
useful for living an empowered life. What is useful is to accurately assess the risks, take those precautions 
that make sense, and live as fully as possible.

The following precautions should be adopted within a cultural/gender context. They will not guarantee safety, 
but they should serve to minimize criminal opportunities. The Port Wentworth Police Department wants you 
to be safe and strives to provide you with as much safety information as possible. If you have any questions 
regarding the following Personal Safety information, please contact the Port Wentworth Police Department. 
at 912-964-4860.

AT HOME
•	 Install quality deadbolt locks on all exterior doors and use them.
•	 A small chain between the door and doorjamb is not very secure. It can be easily broken and de 		

feated.
•	 Install quality locks on all windows and use them.
•	 Windows left open for ventilation should not be capable of being opened far enough for entry.
•	 Install a wide-angle door viewer on all exterior doors.
•	 Do not use your full name on your mailbox, in the telephone directory, or on your answering machine.
•	 Minimize the amount of landscaping, shrubbery or other plant growth near windows, doorways, walk-

ways or other possible areas of concealment.
•	 Have lights at all entrances to the home. Exterior lights – designed for security purposes – should be 

either activated by motion detector or controlled by a photoelectric cell.
•	 Do not leave a schedule of your times away from home on your answering machine or discussed 

amongst people you do not trust.
•	 Before opening an exterior door to the home, know who is at the door, and do not open the door to an 

unexpected visitor.
•	 Do not hide extra keys near an entryway. Criminals are good at finding them.
•	 Ask for photo identification of utility or repair persons. If you are suspicious or did not call for this ser-

vice, always call to verify employment before opening your door.
•	 Never give personal information to telephone solicitors.
•	 Consider creating a “safe room” within the house. This is often the master bedroom. This room should 

have a solid door, strong locks and not be easily accessible from the outside. Consider keeping a  
cellular phone in this room.
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provide concealment.
•	 Exercise particular caution when using underground or enclosed parking garages. Always try to walk in 

the center aisle, rather than close to parked cars.
•	 If you have the choice, park in areas that have an attendant or in locations with heavy pedestrian traffic.

CAR TROUBLE
•	 If possible, drive to a busy, well-lighted area.
•	 Set the parking brake and turn on the vehicle’s emergency flashers.
•	 If you have a cellular telephone, use it to summon assistance.
•	 Wait inside your car with the doors locked and windows closed until a law enforcement officer or other 

trusted person arrives to assist you.
•	 If someone you, do not know stops and offers to help you do not get out of the car.
•	 Communicate with the person through a closed window.
•	 If you have a flat tire, drive on it until you reach a safe, well-lighted and well-traveled area.
•	 If your vehicle becomes disabled and help is not immediately available, raise the hood of the vehicle (if 

you can safely do so), attach a handkerchief to the door handle, and then stay in the vehicle with the 
doors locked and the windows up. Activate your hazard or parking lights. If someone stops to assist 
you, through the closed window ask them to call the police.

IF FOLLOWED WHILE DRIVING
•	 Drive to the nearest police or fire station for assistance.
•	 Drive to an open gasoline station, grocery store or other business where you can safely call the police.
•	 Keep driving until you find a safe area. While driving, attract attention to your situation while honking 

the vehicle’s horn in rapid short blasts and by turning on the emergency flashers.
•	 Attempt to obtain the license plate number and a description of the vehicle following you.
•	 Do not drive home or pull over to the side of the road or turn into a driveway. You could get trapped.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
•	 Locate convenient, well-lighted, frequently used bus stops, train, subway stations or taxicab stands.
•	 Check public transportation schedules in advance, especially if traveling at odd hours.
•	 Do not wait alone at a bus stop, subway, train station or taxicab stand.
•	 When boarding a bus, train, or subway have exact change ready.
•	 Sit as close to the driver as possible.
•	 Beware of overheard conversations. Don’t tell anyone on a bus, train or subway where you are going.
•	 If you are verbally or physically harassed while on the bus, train or subway, report the incident to the 

driver or conductor immediately.


